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Miss Saigon


July 19th 2.30.p.m.

Programme Notes
Act 2

Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome back to Miss Saigon.
The second act starts in America in Atalanta in 1978, about three and a half years after the Americans have left Vietnam. 
Scenes new characters and costumes..

About 30 men, many of them ex- military who have taken part in the activities in Vietnam are gathered together in a large hall. Behind them and to right and left are two large free standing American flags. In the centre is a small podium decorated in red. 
On a screen above and at the back is the circular logo of the Bui Doi Foundation with the drawing of the head of a child in the centre. The men all wear badges with the same logo.
The men are here because they support the movement in Atlanta. John runs a camp in Bangkok where some of the half caste orphans, called street children, born of American soldiers and Vietnamese women can be cared for. John, as leader of the Foundation in Atlanta, does his best to find the mothers so that the children can possibly be reunited with their fathers. John, who in Vietnam used to encourage young recruits to fornicate with the prostitutes now regrets his actions and visits Bangkok to help the children. As John and the men sing, moving pictures are shown on a screen above and behind them showing the children in the camp, sometimes just one sad face, or a small group, perhaps a dormitory of young people or even a nursery of the very young in cots. At times carers can be seen among the groups of children.
The men attending the gathering are mainly dressed in suits with shirts and ties. John wears a fawn suit with pale blue shirt and brown tie.

Chris when he appears is wearing navy trousers with a navy open necked shirt and blue jacket. His wife Ellen has on a lime green sleeveless calf length dress.

We move to Bangkok. The scene opens with 4 men dancing forward. They are joined by the Engineer who is now manager of a lap dancing club very similar to that in Saigon called the Moulin Rouge. He dresses flamboyantly in black trousers with a red stripe down the legs and a bright red jacket with a heavy gold chain at his neck. The 4 men wear green jackets and are hustlers whose job is to encourage visitors to use the girls or the rent boys or perhaps have a massage.
Unlike the club in Saigon the patrons are not soldiers but tourists who have come to the red light district to look rather than take part in the activities. The Engineer and the hustlers have a hard time to convince the tourists to use the girls.
The owner of the club appears often but briefly. He is tall and thin. He wears a white suit with blue shirt and sometimes a white Panama hat. He carries a stick, mainly used to poke people whom he thinks are not working hard enough. 
Kim is a high class dancer at the club and wears a gold fringed and tassled bra with a small fringed gold skirt to match.

Kim keeps Tam, her son, hidden behind red cotton curtains in her dressing room. There is a dressing table with a mirror on the left and another table on the right on which stands a framed photograph of her wedding beside 4 prayer candles. A straight backed chair is by the table.
Kim has a nightmare in which she remembers killing Thuy. Following that the nightmare reminds her of everything that happened when she and Chris were trying to find each other before he left Vietnam. In the nightmare there will be a great deal of noise and flashing lights as a helicopter arrives behind the Embassy gates.
The Embassy gates are in the centre of large metal barriers with barbed wire on top. 

The nightmare ends in Kim’s dressing room.
The hotel room which Chris and Ellen occupy in Bangkok is large. In the centre is a four poster bed with mosquito netting around it. At the head of the bed on each side are small tables on which are bedside lamps. At the foot of the bed and separated by it are 2 easy chairs with a cushion on each.  Ellen is on her own in the room at first and now wears a blue flowered dress.

I will describe the last two scenes as they happen.
The next audio described performance will be that of Evita and will take place on Friday 17th August at 7.30.p.m.

