1

Programme notes for act 1 of The Wind in the Willows
Afternoon performance - Thursday October 20th.
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to this performance of the Wind in the Willows.
My name is Pam and I will be your describer for Act 1 of this Musical.  My colleague Sylvia will describe act 2 for you.

Act 1 lasts for 75 minutes, there will be an interval of 20 minutes then Act 2 will last for 65 minutes finishing at about 5.10 p.m.
Kenneth Grahame wrote the original novel for children. 
Julian Fellowes wrote the book on which this musical is based and George Stiles and Anthony Drew wrote the music and the lyrics.
Rachel Kavanaugh is the Director.

The scenery

There are 10 scenes in Act 1 with very little time in between to describe them so I will give you a brief description of each of them now and a reminder when there are changes.

The whole of the action is set within five huge arches decreasing in size. They are silvery grey and sometimes have lights of different colours shining from between them depending on the scene. Circles and curves play a large part in the scenery. 
At first a curtain hides the stage. In front of the curtain is a narrow walkway. The curtain is of a flimsy pale grey material  with the words Wind in the Willows written on it in large brown script. The O in Willows is a very large circle within which Mole will appear to sing the opening song before the curtain rises on the first scene –

Scene 1. The English Countryside in Spring.
From between the large arches long strings of leaves are hung falling in curved shapes. Back centre is a large curved structure rather like a bridge but solid and patterned in small bricks. On top is a walkway lined with small bulrushes and grass.
In the centre of this structure is a large hole attractively surrounded by similar bricks. To the left and right and further forward are two brick shapes in the same design with the far ends leading into the wings. The walkways will be used when animals arrive. As they do the bulrushes and grass will grow to indicate the passage of time, from winter into spring.

The front of this is the riverbank which is the setting for -

Scene 2 The River
We have to assume that the river runs in front of the riverbank then meanders back through the middle and right hand structures. Ratty will haul his rowing boat from the left. It is striped in blue and pale grey with oars to match. While Ratty and Mole picnic a miniature Toad will flash from right to left in a speedboat giving the impression that he has swamped the picnic. A curtain will descend and three young ladies looking very similar and dressed as air hostesses will appear one after the other to sing. They are swallows.
Scene 3 is Toad Hall.

There is an impressive mansion in the background with a large green central door with on either side are two small gold toads in alcoves. Rabbits are Toad’s butler and servants and wear smart green and cream uniforms.

The mansion will disappear as Toad takes Mole and Ratty to look at his gypsy caravan. This is yellow and Mole sits inside as two ladies dresses in brown leather with brass and leather attachments come to hold the shafts. They have manes and tails and their hard hats have yellow horses hooves decorating the front.
Scene 4 is the Open Road. 
The horses are pulling the caravan along when there are flashing lights and the loud noise of a speeding car. All goes dark and when the lights go up caravan wheels are rolling across the stage and the horses are upset. Although everything indicates that the caravan has been overturned by a car Toad sits in the centre of the stage in a trance. Squirrels dressed in white mechanics outfits, with Squirelli written on the back in red, bring in car parts until finally a smart red car is assembled.
Scene 5 The Roadside 

It is dark. Four small lights appear to come forward. A Mother and Father hedgehog with their two small offspring are discussing trying to cross the road. They are dressed in scout uniforms with miner’s lamps on their foreheads. There are intermittent beams of light crossing in front of them and the sounds of cars passing. 
Scene 6 is at the riverside.
Ratty and Mole are reading about and discussing Toad’s latest disaster.
Scene 7 The Wild wood

This scene starts off quite dark as Mole negotiates his way through the dark green roots of trees that hang from above

only to be harassed then attacked by the stoats, weasels and foxes.
Scene 8 is Badgers Sett

When Ratty and Mole find Badger’s home in the wild wood they go through the hole in one of the large curved structure, this then turns round to show the home of an intellectual.

There are very many books lining circular shelves on the walls, several sculpted heads around and a writing desk. He has a large leather easy chair and footstool plus a ladder chair. The  circular hole in the structure is also the exit.

Scene 9 Toad Hall in Toad’s bedroom.

There is a large bed centre stage with a green cover. The high back of the bed is covered with various award winning rosettes. In the centre is a picture of his mother. Screens on left and right also have many rosettes attached and leaning against them equipment used to win them. Skis, oars, a small yacht, a divers helmet, cricket and tennis bats etc. To each side behind the bed are large glass cabinets full of cups and trophies. To the right is a small sofa and a door far right.
Scene 10 The Courtroom.

This has a large high wooden edifice centre stage, above which is the carving of a scowling owl with the word Justice beneath it.

High up is an enclosed space for the judge to sit. Lower down is a similar enclosed space in which the defendant (Toad) will stand.

To the right are many chairs on which the weasels,stoats and foxes will arrive to sit. To the left is a red rope holding back Toad’s friends, two policemen, a lady from the press and the driver of the car that Toad stole.

At the end, after Toad has changed his clothes into a green striped prison outfut, bars come up to surround him. 

Characters 

The main characters of Mole, Rat, Toad, Chief Weasel and Badger are not dressed in animal costumes.They are dressed as people with the characteristics of the animals they represent although some do have small ears and tails and wear fingerless mittens.

Mole is of medium height and slim. He wears brown velvet trousers with a short sleeved patterned pullover over a brown and green checked shirt. In autumn he adds a thick jacket and scarf. Mole has thick mole coloured hair and wears glasses. He appears younger than the others and is in awe of them. He has a kindly manner.

Ratty is tall and big boned. He has a pleasant face with a thin moustache. He wears a closefitting black cap from which small ears point. His shirt is of black and white stripes and he has a long thin tail to match. Over this he wears a long dark grey jacket with trousers to match or sometimes just a sleeveless grey pullover. He is always cheerful.
Toad has green hair and a bushy green moustache. He is of medium height and quite plump. Toad dresses in the manner of a country squire. At first he wears a black checked green suit with long belted jacket and plus fours, He wears a yellow shirt with a green spotted bow tie and long patterned socks and brogues. He keeps to this style but when taking to the road in a car instead of black stripes he has gold circles on his green suit. Later still he adds a long gold coat. Toad wears a large peaked cap to match whatever outfit he is wearing. His clothes match his flamboyant style. He is very overbearing and loudmouthed.
The Chief Weasel is dressed rather like a spiv. His suit is dark red with thin black stripes. He wears a black and white spotted waistcoat over a red and white striped shirt with a red tie. He has white socks and red and white shoes. His trilby hat has little ears at the sides and he has a ragged tail. Weasel is tall and slim with a very expressive face. He has a small black moustache and pointed beard.

Badger is a tall well built man who wears conventional dark grey trousers, with a maroon long sleeved pullover over a lightly checked shirt and patterned tie. When going out he adds a long heavy dark grey military style overcoat with many gold buttons.
Badger doesn’t have ears but his hair is of black and white stripes, high in front and parted in the middle. He sports a full grey moustache and beard.
Mrs Otter, who plays an important part wears a striped pink and pale grey outfit similar to that of the other otters. Theirs are simple and look like old fashioned swim wear but Mrs Otter also wears a long sleeveless cardigan in cream and mauve and a small bowler hat in purple. She is fairly small and plump and she has a daughter called Portia. Mrs Otter is feisty and makes very dramatic announcements and gesticulates a lot. 
Most of the other animals have balaclavas or caps with ears attached to match their clothes.

The hedgehogs have very obvious prickles attached to the back of the scout uniforms they wear. The squirrels have large ginger tails with the ends drawn up their backs over reddish brown pantaloons. The rabbits wear light brown outfits and in cold weather add duffle coats to match. The otters are dressed in the mauve and pale grey  swim suits I mentioned earlier and wear close fitting caps. The field mice are in fawn jackets and full length fawn trousers. When they first arrive all the animals are wearing warm clothing, sometimes with scarves, and at the end of the song about Spring they take off scarves and warm coats or jackets and fling them in the air.
The weasels all wear suits similar to that of the chief Weasel.

The stoats are in black leather and the foxes are in red hunting outfits. Their red tails hang down. One large Fox appears at the beginning as a journalist and wears a label saying press in his top hat. 

The swallows who arrive later are the girls dressed as airline hostesses. They wear red dresses with blue caps and capes and jaunty blue hats. They all carry small white vanity cases with the names April May and June written on the sides. They are all fairly tall and slim, with curly ginger hair and all wear blue strap shoes.
The kingfisher seen very briefly wears a blue and green outfit.
The cast.

Toad is played by Rufus Hound

Badger by David Birrell 

And Mole by Fra Free

Rat is played by Thomas Howes 

The Chief Weasel by Neil McDermott

And Mrs Otter by Sophia Nomvete

