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Programme notes: Shadowlands 

2.30p.m. June 11
th

 2016 Act 1 

 

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. My name is Pam and I am your describer for Act 1 of 

Shadowlands. My colleague Pauline will describe Act 2 for you. 

Act 1 will last for 75 minutes, there will be an interval of 20 minutes then Act 2 will last for 

55 minutes. The play will finish at 10.00 p.m. 

Shadowlands is written by William Nicholson. It is based on events that occurred in the lives 

of two real people, C.S.Lewis and Joy Davidson Gresham. 

William Nicholson writes that this is not an actual account. These two people were very 

private so he has used his imagination to fill in the gaps and create a story from what is 

known, but it is based on the truth.  

 

The play is directed by Alistair Whateley and the action of the play takes place in Oxford in 

the 1950’s 

A curtain is not used at all. The furniture and props are changed or removed by stagehands 

or the actors as the play continues. As there 

are 8 scenes in 6 different locations in Act 1  I will give you an idea of what they look like 

and then remind you as the scenes change. The script indicates that a period of time usually 

occurrs between the scenes. 

The stage is already set for the first scene. This is a very large lecture room in one of the 

Oxford colleges. 

At the back in the centre are three very long narrow wooden windows joined together. They 

each curve to a point at the top. Each side of them is a blank space then another similar 

single window. On the right hand side are two more single windows with a large space in 

between them.  In this space is an open fireplace with fire burning in the grate. Above it is a 

mantelshelf and higher on the wall a large plain round clock. There is also a wooden door in 

the corner. 

All the windows are built into the walls and have deep window seats. 

On the left hand side of the room are two wooden doors, the one farther back is plain but 

the nearer door has a small triangular carved roof attached to the lintel. All the walls are of 

wooden tiles to about eight feet in height and above them the walls are painted light green. 

In front of the windows at the back is a very large blackboard on wheels with a chalk tray 

attached. Facing the blackboard are five hardwood upright chairs. 

When the scene changes for the men to be having evening drinks in the dining hall the 

blackboard is removed and replaced by a large rectangular table covered in a green cloth. 

The chairs are put round the table. 

The following scene takes place at Lewis’s home called The Kilns. It is set in his study. This 

only takes up the right hand half of the stage. 

A wide screen covered in a small patterned paper with a picture on the right represents the 

walls. Against this is Lewis’s desk on which is a pile of books, a table lamp, a typewriter, 

note books and sheets of paper. 

An armed wooden swivel chair is pulled up to the desk. To the right is a well-used large 

armchair near to the fire place where on the mantelshelf is another pile of books. A small 

round folding table will be placed between and forward of the desk and the chair. 

That scene will stay while a table with a white lacy tablecloth is brought on left upon which 

is placed a white flower in a vase and items of crockery. This is an Oxford tearoom. 

We then return to Lewis’s study.  
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Later on again we are in Joy’s house. A large screen with flowered wallpaper represents the 

walls. A large empty wooden bookcase stands on the left, there are two hardback chairs 

back right and a small easy chair further forward on the right. There are several large 

packing cases within the rest of the room. 

We next move to the back of Lewis’s house on a sunny day. All other props have been 

removed and Jack and Warnie carry out folding chairs to sit on. 

A registry office with table and 4 chairs appears on the left. 

Joy’s house where the bookshelves now contain more books and the packing cases have 

been removed is on the right for the final scene. 

 

The main characters in order of appearance. 

C.S. Lewis is an Oxford don in his fifties, he is known as Jack. 

Of slight build and of medium height he has short grey hair and a rather lined face. He is 

always well dressed in a suit with waistcoat, white shirt and plain tie. Over his suit he 

sometimes wears a dark grey overcoat or if at home in the morning a brown checked 

dressing gown. 

 

Major W H Lewis his older batchelor brother who lives with him is known as Warnie. The top 

of his head is bald. Around it he has very short grey hair, he also has a bushy grey 

moustache. Warnie’s clothes are not as neat as his brother’s. Although for special occasions 

he wears a dark grey suit, he is usually dressed in dark grey baggy trousers, a grey 

waistcoat and tweed jacket. 

 

Professor Christopher Riley is an Oxford don. He is a large man with a round face and dark 

slicked down hair. He usually wears a dark waist -coated suit. He has a discontented look 

about him. 

   

The Reverend Harrington known as Harry is an Oxford Chaplain in a black suit with white 

dog collar. He too is a large man with a round face and with dark slicked down hair. But his 

face is pleasant and he is often smiling. 

Alan Gregg, another Oxford Don, is tall and well built. He is partially bald and wears 

glasses.  

  

Dr Maurice Oakley is an older man with white hair and moustache. 

 

All the professional men wear conventional suits in varying shades of grey but add their 

academic gowns when appropriate. 

 

Joy Gresham is an American lady in her thirties. She is slim, of medium height and very 

attractive with a lovely smile. Her long dark auburn hair is neatly fastened back into a bunch 

of curls or a French pleat. 

Joy has many changes of costume and is always impeccably dressed. She 

Usually wears tight knee length skirts with attractive tops,  sometimes with a scarf around 

her neck. When wearing outdoor clothes her small hat, shoes and handbag all match or 

complement her outfit. Only at Christmas does she wear a full skirted red and green 

patterned dress with a wide green belt. 
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Douglas, Joy’s eight year old son, at first wears a school type outfit of grey short trousers 

and jacket with white shirt and knee high socks but later changes the jacket for a sweater or 

loose jacket. His outdoor clothes include a dark grey duffle coat and black bobble hat. 

Main cast. 

C.S. Lewis is played by Stephen Boxer 

Joy Gresham (nee Davidson) by Amanda Ryan 

Major W.H.Lewis or Warnie is played by Dennis Lill 

The Reverend Harry Harrington by Jeffrey Harmer 

Dr Maurice Oakley is played by Richard Holliday 

Professor Christopher Riley by Simon Shackleton 

Alan Gregg by Ian Marr  

And the young boy Douglas is played by Shannon Rewcroft 

 

There is a short piece of orchestral music played before 5 students in gowns stroll in from 

the right to sit in the chairs facing the blackboard C.S.Lewis – or Jack hurries in from the left 

and starts his lecture while taking off his overcoat and hanging it on the metal upright of 

the blackboard. 

Jack later includes the audience when giving his lecture as if they are part of the student 

group in the hall. 

Jack takes some chalk and writes on the board in large letters the word Love. 

 

 

 

 

  


