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Programme notes Priscilla Act 1  4th May 2016 

 

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the Theatre Royal and this production of Priscilla Queen of 

the Desert. 

My name is Pam and I will be describing Act 1 for you, my colleague  Pauline will be describing Act 2. 

The first act will last for 60 minutes then there will be an interval of 20 minutes and the second act will last for 

65 minutes. 

The show comes from a book by Stephen Elliot and Alan Scott. 

This musical is directed by Simon Phillips, the Music Director is Stephen Murphy and the choreography 

designed by Andrew Hallsworth and Ross Coleman. 

 

Please note that this performance contains strobe lighting, and strong language. 

 

The story in this musical is a simple one, that of a drag queen called Tick who persuades another drag queen, 

his ex-partner and good friend Bernadette and Adam a young transsexual, to accompany him across Australia 

from Sydney to Alice Springs to perform at a casino belonging to his wife Marion from whom he is separated 

but with whom he is still on good terms. They buy a run-down bus in which to travel. Although a simple story 

it is accompanied by extravagant and sometimes bizarre entertainment throughout, often to reflect the songs 

they are singing. 

 

The Set 

The set is continually changing by the arrival and departure of various props also by the pulling across of deep 

pink and/or black curtains. The focus, once it arrives, is the bus with the nameplate Priscilla. 

The bus takes up most of the back of the stage. At times it rotates so that at first it appears as a normal bus 

with steel sides, two large wheels, four red curtained windows and a door by the driver’s seat. When it turns 

around the over-the –top interior shows a boudoir, a table and two chairs with fluffy pink cushions also a bar 

at the rear. The driving seat is decorated with a bright leopard print material and around it brightly coloured 

drapes. Purple and pink boas hang on a pole between the windows. In this view the frame between the wheels 

is lowered to allow the actors ease of coming and going. 

The background to the bus is simply a blue sky with fluffy white clouds. 

When Tick is looking for 2 performers to accompany him he visits a nightclub to watch Adam. Here there is a 

small dais in the middle of the stage onto which Adam is lowered as he sings. 

As the bus is driven through the outback the scene changes to a pub in an oil mining community with a bar on 

the left and a pool table on the right. 

Later the bus breaks down in the middle of nowhere. 

 

Costumes 

It is almost impossible to describe all the costumes of the ensemble but think gaudy, outrageous, exotic, 

multi-coloured costumes with frills, flounces and feathers. Dazzling silver sequinned dresses. Think huge 

fancy headdresses and multi coloured wigs also imagine bejewelled sandals, high wedge shoes and studded 

leather boots. I will try to give you an indication of the costumes as they are worn but the music may be too 

loud for you to hear. 

 

In contrast, until she is performing, Bernadette wears conventional summer dresses, mainly long. 

When Tick is not in drag he may wear a decorated tee shirt with patterned trousers or a purple dressing gown.  
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Adam nearly always appears in drag or in very fancy outfits. 

Miss Understanding the drag artist who helps Tick to change, and is the first to appear on stage, wears tight 

trousers and top in gold with a large gold turban and gold knee high boots. When she replaces Tick at 

rehearsal she has on a very short sleeveless hot pink dress made of layers of fringing which she shakes a lot, 

long hot pink gloves and a huge turban, while singing she pulls off the turban and shakes out a mass of hot 

pink hair attached to a pink and silver band. 

Three ladies standing on small platforms are lowered about halfway down at the back and stand above a deep 

pink half curtain when we first meet them. They wear long low-necked dresses layered in white and silver. 

They have high orange beehive wigs. The drag queens lip sinc as they sing. When the ladies are on stage they 

also have long frilled flounced trains on their dresses which they hold up and wave about with a loop around 

one finger. 

Lars, Lars and Lars the three Swedish men that sell Priscilla to Adam all look alike with short blond spiky hair. 

They wear only very short, very tight denim shorts, soft ankle boots and carry small backpacks. 

When Adam appears in the Nightclub he wears a voluminous long white gown with what look like wings from 

shoulder to ankle which he waves to represent flying as, standing on one of the singers small platforms, he is 

lowered to the dais. The four men who join him also wear flowing white robes but all of them suddenly discard 

the robes and appear in black and silver S and M gear. They wear extremely small gladiator type skirts which 

reveal bare bottoms as they twirl and black straps across their chests. Adam also wears a corset and carries a 

pink whip which he flicks as he dances. 

Shirley and all the girls in the miner’s bar wear loose white shirts with pale leggings and white pumps. Shirley 

has dark unkempt hair and a round face, she always carries a grubby scarf which she wafts around.  

Bob the mechanic simply wears denim shorts and shirt with brown desert ankle boots. He carries a tool box. 

 

 

The main actors 

 

Tick or as he is known as a drag queen, Mitzi, is of medium height with fairly short mousy hair and a pleasant 

face. We find that he has a wife called Marion and a son of six but all he has is photographs of his son. 

Marion is of medium height and slim with long dark hair. We only see her on the telephone from Alice Springs 

in act 1 and Benji, Tick’s 6 year old son for a minute, as he appears in the photograph wearing a loose tee 

shirt and jeans. 

Bernadette is tall and slim with great legs. She is older than the others and she retired from performing when 

her husband Trumpet died. She always wears a wig of lovely long blonde curls. 

Adam or Felicia, as he likes to be known, is a tall, slim young man with short hair. He is very camp and highly 

excitable. He giggles a lot. Adam is always teasing Bernadette who does not like him at first. 

Shirley is a brash and rather unpleasant young lady we meet singing in the oil miner’s pub. She is short and 

stout with a halting walk. She has very large breasts. These appear to be without any support as she shakes 

them around a lot while trying to dance. 

Bob is a mechanic whom we meet right at the end of Act 1. He is short, stocky and grey haired.  

There are also about 16 dancers. 
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The main cast in order of appearance. 

Miss Understanding is played by Callum Macdonald 

Tick or Mitzi by Darren Day 

Marion by Naomi Slights 

Bernadette by Simon Green 

Adam or Felicia by Adam Bailey 

Shirley by Catherine Mort 

Bob by Philip childs 

 

 

 

As the audience take their seats the stage is covered by a dark blue curtain on which an irregular outline of the 

map of Australia has been drawn in bright pink lipstick. A dotted line indicates the route from Sydney to Alice 

Springs. Standing centre stage is a seven foot high pink lipstick in a gold case. 

As the music plays lights will flash in time to the music. 

Once the curtain rises Miss Understanding in her gold outfit minces on from the left, sees the lipstick and goes 

to wipe her finger on it and put it on her lips. She waves to the audience then pushes the lipstick off right. As 

she does so the three singers descend on their platforms and dancers arrive from all around. They are the 

street people of Sydney and are all in grey but dressed as punks, goths, policemen, taxi drivers, tramps, 

drunks, street cleaners, a prostitute and ordinary people. Tick in a long overcoat wanders among them.  


