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ACT 3 AND 4 PROGRAMME NOTES 

 

Welcome back ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls to Act three and four. My 

name is Pauline, your audio describer for these acts which will run for approximately 

48 minutes. 

 

The beautiful score is quite loud so I will endeavour to give you a synopsis of 

the scenes and characters but I will also keep you informed of the progression of the 

action as it takes place, without, I hope detracting from your enjoyment of the music. 

 

The lavish baroque style curtain is in place with the words Sleeping Beauty in 

large blue baskerville font emblazoned across it. 

 

The gothic fairy tale continues, the traditional tale is not as we know it but, 

nevertheless, it may have a happy ending. We left Aurora drifting off into a long deep 

sleep behind the locked gates of the palace and Leo being bitten by the King of the 

Fairies. 

 

ACT 3: 2011 

 

It is now 100 years later, the lavish curtain is the backdrop to the appearance 

of four young people, two girls and two boys dressed in modern outdoor clothes. The 

leader has a backpack and carries a map and torch and they are taking photographs 

of the gates, they are tourists visiting this legendary palace. They find the locked briar 

covered gates and strike silly poses in front of them and take photos of each other 

before leaving to find another tourist spot. 

 

Leo emerges from a tent on the left in modern dress with a pair of white wings 

sprouting from his shoulder blades and a dark eye mask. He is frustrated he cannot 

open the gates and the King of the Fairies is behind the gates, watching him before 

he appears on the right dangling a key. 

 

We are taken to the starlit magical misty forest of spindly trees lit by the stars, 

lamps on the tree trunks and an enormous full moon on the left. This is the land of 

the sleepwalkers where Aurora is trapped and they appear; the bare chested men are 

dressed in white pantaloons and the girls in pantaloons and corsets, they all have 

long dark hair. They are all blindfolded. The spirited dance style is inspired by Isadora 

Duncan. The King of the Fairies, Leo and a blindfolded Aurora are brought in on a 

flower strewn bed. She is passed around from Leo to two dancers and is eventually 

carried away out of his reach. 
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We are back in Aurora's bedroom and she is asleep, lying on her bed under a 

draped green coverlet . It is night time and the moon is shining through the large 

broken sash window and Caradoc is slumped at the foot of the bed. He is dressed in 

dark trousers, black shirt and a red waistcoat. He seems to be on guard. He tries 

desperately to wake Aurora but fails and waits for Leo to appear. 

 

The gauze curtain will fall and the words' Last Night' can be seen across it 

before it is back lit to allow us into a lavish nightclub bathed in red light. The men 

and women are revelling here, a palatial evocative room with a wall of many 

rectangular sky high mirrors at the back with a central opening edged with purple 

strip lights.  The corinthinian columns   frame the scene. Angel wing shaped mirrors 

are suspended at varying heights from the roof with blue neon lit strips in the centre 

of each. There are two buttoned black leather chaise longue placed at either side of 

the room .The costumes are predominately scarlet and black with both sexes wearing 

black masks. The ladies are in various styles of scarlet formal wear and they are 

wearing black elbow length gloves;   they all wear high heels.  Their costumes have 

wings embroidered on them as do the men and they wear scarlet jackets  with black 

trousers or are in frocked red coats with waistcoats and black leggings. The mood is 

one of sensuality and a lively bordello where the participants are unfettered and their 

behaviour becomes sinister and macabre. Caradoc will be present, dressed lavishly in 

a red sequinned knee length coat with a black waistcoat and trousers, his black 

feathery wings are discreetly embroidered on the back of his coat. The King of the 

Fairies and Leo will also appear, both are dressed in the same muted colours.  Aurora 

moves among the revellers in a tattered white wedding dress and Caradoc dances 

with her before offering her as a sacrifice to his disciples. 

 

ACT 4: YESTERDAY 

 

Leo and the sleeping Aurora escape from the night club and he carries her 

away. They are in front of the swagged gold curtain. He awakens her with a kiss and 

they familiarise themselves with each other before dancing in a loving and emotional 

way, with undertones of sensuality. The curtain is parted to allow them to make their 

way to a bed placed in the centre of the rear of the forest and it is draped in a flowery 

coverlet with assorted lit lamps fastened to the bed head posts. The starry sky is a 

beautiful midnight blue and lighted lamps are set in the trees, leaves are falling all 

around them. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

According to a question and answer session with Michael Bourne, he said when 

he was in Moscow on tour, he was offered a private tour of Tchaikovsky's country 

retreat and this is where he had his inspiration to devise Sleeping Beauty.  When asked 

if any Freudian or psychoanalytical influences came into play, he said the story is 

about growing up and rebirth and a young girl's journey into womanhood and the 

Prince having to prove his manhood.  He started by reading all the versions of the 

story he could find and he took inspiration from each one, omitting Perrault's version 

where Aurora's resulting offspring were almost dinner for her ogre stepmother. He 

felt the music and choreography gave the piece its structure and it dictated the action, 

emotion, drama and character. He also said that the sleep could symbolise that 

lethargic time in a teenager's life when they don't want to engage with the world. 

 

The next audio described performance will be the smallest Show on Earth on 

Thursday Nov 5th at 2.30pm 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


