
To Kill a Mockingbird Access Notes 

Act 1 

Good afternoon everyone. Welcome to the Theatre Royal Plymouth and this London Regent’s Park 

Theatre production of To Kill a Mockingbird.             

My name is Penny and I will be describing Act 1 for you. My colleague Veryan will describe Act 2. The 

running time for Act 1 is 1 hr, there will be a 15 minute interval and Act 2 is 1hr 10 minutes – total 

2hrs and 25 minutes. The play is directed by Timothy Sheader. 

Harper Lee wrote this timeless classic, which was published in 1960. It has since become a bestseller 

and is based on the racial tensions in the deep south of America in the 1930’s, when Martin Luther 

King was a young boy. The civil rights movement was beginning to gather momentum and the book, 

film and play explore the struggle for racial equality, and the unjust victimisation of a man for the 

colour of his skin. 

The story of To Kill a Mockingbird is set in Maycomb County, a fictional southern state in America. 

The action takes place in 1932 and centres around a lawyer called Atticus Finch, and his two children 

– 12 year old Jem and 8 year old daughter Jean Louise, known as Scout.                                    

Please note that there are gunshots during the performance. 

When we enter the theatre the stage is open, and almost bare, apart from a tree in full leaf just to 

the right of centre. It has a smooth sinuous trunk, its branches spreading wide. A swing made from 

an old tyre hangs by a rope from a branch to the left. In the middle of the trunk, at about head 

height, is a large knothole.                                                                                                     

At the front of the stage is a step, on which the characters perch at times.    The stage floor is 

painted black, but heavily scuffed and scratched- it almost resembles dry, beaten earth, and it slopes 

up at the back. There is a wall about 8 feet tall with a zig-zag top that appears to be corrugated iron 

sheets which surround the back and sides of the stage. The wall looks solid, but is battered and worn 

and with large rust patches, though later on we are shown that it is semi transparent, with light 

being shone through it to depict different times of the day and night.               

To the left and right, within the wall, is a collection of furniture, props and costumes, which are used 

to tell the story. These include a short section of wooden picket fence with peeling white paint, a 

wooden plant trough planted with a shrub bearing white flowers, sturdy wooden chairs, some with 

arms, a bench, wooden tables and two rocking chairs. In the far right corner is a white, wrought iron 

bed, covered with a brightly coloured homemade quilt, and stacked behind this a worn green door 

with a fly screen. Jackets, hats and shawls are scattered over the furniture, and other props such as 

bottles and bags are placed underneath.                                                                        

There is a cast of 17, including three children and a musician, who play the narrators, the main 

characters and the townsfolk, neighbours and officials. They are dressed in contemporary casual 

clothing, and are seated at either side, when not in a scene, watching the action or absorbed in 

reading their books. They move the furniture around depending on the setting. The adult performers 

all hold a copy of the book To Kill a Mockingbird in different editions, and play the narrators reading 

extracts from their books in regional British accents, before donning a couple of items of costume to 

become their Maycomb County period characters.                                                            



The story is accompanied throughout by live music. A young man wearing jeans, a blue plaid shirt, 

waistcoat and flat cap moves around the stage singing, and playing the guitar, ukulele, mandolin and 

mouth organ.     

Act 1 opens with the cast entering the stage, narrating extracts from each of their books. They draw 

in chalk on the floor, the crude outlines of the layout of the locations in the town including the 

homes of the characters, the courthouse, the jail etc 

CHARACTERS                                                                                                             

Atticus Finch is one of Maycomb County’s lawyers. An intense, intellectual man in his forties, his lips 

are often pursed when in deep thought. He was widowed when the children were young. His dark 

brown hair is neat but thinning and he wears round horn-rimmed spectacles. Atticus is slim and tall, 

but he stoops slightly, and although he is smartly dressed, his cream linen three piece suit with a 

watch chain and fob watch in the waistcoat pocket, is creased- as though his mind was focussed on 

more important things. He wears a tan coloured tie, which matches his breast pocket handkerchief. 

His brown leather shoes are polished. He sports a brown trilby and carries a brown briefcase.                                                                                   

Atticus’ son Jem is 12 years old. He is slender with short tousled hair. Jem wears blue denim 

dungarees over a long sleeved yellow  T shirt, socks and white plimsolls.                                                                                                  

Jean-Louise is more usually known by her nickname Scout. She is an 8 year old tomboy. She wears 

washed out blue denim dungarees over a red checked shirt, white socks and pumps. Her hair is tied 

back in a ponytail. She is small but feisty and often squares up to people twice her size – she is small, 

serious and determined.   Calpurnia – or Cal for short is Atticus’ cook and housekeeper. She is a 

motherly black woman, who wears a long, pale calico apron and bright scarf tied around her head.                                                                                   

Dill is a 9 year old boy who arrives in town to stay with his Aunt and befriends Jem and Scout. He is a 

skinny, tidy, town boy with neatly combed hair, formally dressed in long green shorts with braces, a 

stripy shirt buttoned to the neck with a bow tie. He wears knee length socks and brown leather 

sandals. Although Dill’s full name is Charles Baker Harris, everyone, including his Aunt Stephanie calls 

him Dill.                                                            

Miss Stephanie Crawford is in her late thirties, elegantly dressed in comparison to the other women. 

She wears a dark red, short sleeved polka dot dress, a cream cardigan and a pearl necklace. She has 

cream lace gloves, sturdy brown laced shoes, brown stockings and a smart straw hat. She carries her 

brown leather handbag everywhere, the strap held in the crook of her elbow.                                                                                                                         

Miss Maudie Atkinson is another neighbour. She is in her thirties, and wears a bright smile on her 

open face. She has dark curly hair and, as she is usually gardening, wears a pink bib apron, gardening 

gloves and a tatty straw hat with a wide brim.                                                                                              

Mrs Dobose is a very different neighbour. She is old, crotchety and an invalid. She sits in a rocking 

chair, with a blanket over her knees. She scrutinises everything passing her through small round dark 

glasses and wears a black straw hat and a shawl around her shoulders.                                             

Another set of neighbours are the Radleys. They live behind the weatherbeaten picket fence and the 

the worn green screen door.                                 

Mr Nathan Radley walks with a stick, dragging his left leg, his right shoulder hunched under his long 

brown raincoat. He wears a brown trilby which hides most of his face. He has a son Arthur, known by 

the locals as Boo, who is referred to, but we only meet him later, and he will be described to you 

before Act 2.                                                                                                                   



There are other locals, such as Reverend Sykes – a shabby but dignified black man in his early sixties. 

Reverend Sykes is rotund and wears a grey jacket and trousers, over a collarless cream shirt, a pork – 

pie hat wedged onto his head.                                                                                                                           

Heck Tate is the town’s Sheriff. He is tall and solidly built. He wears a tan corduroy jacket, the 

Sheriff’s silver badge on his left breast. He has a wide brimmed hat worn over his blonde hair, his 

chin has a covering of stubble and he carries a long- barrelled rifle.                                                              

Walter Cunningham is a heavily built man. He wears the typical work outfit of the poor famer – a 

worn jacket, jeans or dungarees, a shirt with sleeves rolled up to the elbows and a wide brimmed 

hat.                                               

We meet the Ewell family. Bob Ewell is a thin, twitchy ‘white trash’ figure. He wears a filthy collarless 

shirt, over stained and dirty trousers held up by braces. He has greasy black hair covered by a 

shapeless woollen cap, and is unshaven. His daughter Mayella is 19. She wears a grubby pink cotton 

dress, which is knee length but does not hide her bruised bare legs and her worn and dirty flat 

pumps. Her scruffy blonde hair is tied back with a scrap of pale material.                            

Act 2 

The basic set remains same as before only now it represents the courthouse. On the right stands a 

plain wooded desk and chair where the judge will preside. Behind it hangs the American flag, the 

stars and stripes, and on the desk a jug of water and a tumbler. On the far side of the judge's desk is 

a smaller desk for the recording clerk. On the opposite side of the courtroom, facing the judge, is a 

row of tables and chairs where the prosecution and defence lawyers sit, and behind them the jury 

and public benches. In the centre of the room stands a solitary chair - this is the dock, and behind 

and above it is the Negroes gallery. This is where the children will sit to watch the proceedings. 

During this final part of the story, the surrounding rusty corrugated wall glows as if lit from behind by 

a golden yellow light. 

The trial in the courthouse will be presided over by Judge Taylor. He's in his fifties, well-built, kind 

and jovial, with a bald pate rising from a trimmed fringe of white hair.  Judge Taylor wears a three-

piece suit of fawn-coloured linen. The Public Prosecutor, Mr Gilmer is an elegant, somewhat effete 

young man, his long fingers clasped delicately in front of him and waved self-consciously to 

emphasise his words.  Mr Gilmer's hair is dark, and his cream suit is double-breasted, with shiny 

buttons. He has a red spotted bow tie and matching breast-pocket handkerchief, with a red flower in 

his buttonhole.  A clerk in shirtsleeves, with a waistcoat and bow tie, sits at a desk, a typewriter in 

front of him, on which he types a record of the court proceedings. 

And lastly, we meet Tom Robinson, a well built black man, but with a left arm that is useless, so he 

either holds it with his other good arm, or lets it hang limply at this side. He wears faded but clean 

blue dungarees and a grey t-shirt.  His curly black hair is trimmed closely. 

As in Act one, the eleven narrators will continue to tell the story and describe what is happening. 

CAST 

Atticus Finch is played by Daniel Betts                                                                                   

His son Jem by either Arthur Franks, Billy Price or Harry Bennett                                                              

Jem’s sister Scout by either Ava Potter, Rosie Boore or Jemima Bennett     

Their friend Dill by either Connor Brundish, Milo Panni or Leo Heller         



Their housekeeper Calpurnia is played by Susan Lawson- Reynolds           

Miss Stephanie Crawford and Mrs Dubose by Connie Walker                                      

Miss Maudie Atkinson by Natalie Grady                                                                                                                  

Nathan Radley and Mr Gilmer– the public prosecutor, by David Carlyle         

Arthur ‘Boo’ Radley by Christopher Akrill                                                                             

Reverend Sykes by Geoff Aymer                                                                                          

Heck Tate – the Sheriff by Jamie Kenna                                                                           

Walter Cunningham and Judge Taylor by Christopher Saul                                                           

Bob Ewell by Ryan Pope                                                                                  

His daughter Mayella Ewell by Victoria Bewell                                                   

Tom Robinson by Zackery Momoh                                                                       

The musician who also plays farmer Link Deas in Luke Potter                                   

The other characters are played by members of the company 

The Sound Designer is Ian Dickinson for Autograph                                             

The Lighting Designer is Oliver Fenwick                                                                 

The Composer is Phil King                                                                           

The Designer is Jon Bausor 


