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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to this stage production of Headlong, 

Nottingham Playhouse and Almeida Theatre’s adaptation of George Orwell's novel 1984.  

Produced and directed by Robert Icke and Duncan Macmillan.  The play will run for 101minutes 

with no interval. 

My name is Pauline and I will be describing the first part of the action and will then hand over 

to my colleague Veryan for the concluding part.   

The play is largely set in an archive room full of old files and ledgers, which  then becomes a 

work place, second-hand  shop with the flat above, then  finally clears to a white sterile room 

representing the dreaded Room 101.  Filing shelves are set in on either side of a panelled room 

with a double door leading off to the right with a TV screen above these facing the back of the 

room. Another set of half glazed doors are  off centre at the back of the room and a windowed 

corridor runs adjacent ; above this is a  full length white screen used to flash propaganda and 

to illustrate what is on the desk or the dialogue in Winston's flat. A plain dining table and 6 

chairs are randomly placed on the left of the room with a tea trolley at the back of the room on 

the right. 

A group of people are studying the novel. The show’s creators, are taking a leaf out of the book 

itself, in which the appendix, describing the development of Newspeak, which controls thought 

by censoring language, is clearly meant to have been written long after the events of the novel, 

indeed some time after the year 2050. (The title of the play came from the reversal of 1948.) 

We are simultaneously watching the events of the novel and invited to consider possible 

reactions to it, both our own, and those of the readers on stage. 

Synopsis 

Winston Smith is a low-ranking member of the ruling Party in London, in the nation of Oceania. 

He works in the Ministry of Truth where he has to alter historical records to fit the needs of the 

party. He meets a co-worker, Julia and begins a forbidden sexual relationship with her. 

Everywhere Winston goes, even his own home, the Party watches him through telescreens; 

everywhere he looks he sees the face of the Party’s seemingly omniscient leader, a figure known 

only as Big Brother. The Party controls everything in Oceania, even the people’s history and 

language and are introducing Newspeak, an invented language preventing political rebellion. 

Winston feels frustrated by the oppression of the Party and dislikes it, which prohibits free 

thought, sex, and any individuality. He has begun an illegal diary. He has also become fixated 

on a powerful Party member named O’Brien, whom Winston believes is a secret member of the 

Brotherhood—the mysterious, legendary group that works to overthrow the Party. 

Winston and Julia travel to O’Brien’s luxurious apartment. As a member of the powerful Inner 

Party (Winston belongs to the Outer Party), O’Brien confirms to Winston and Julia that, like them, 

he hates the Party, and says that he works against it as a member of the Brotherhood. He 

indoctrinates Winston and Julia into the Brotherhood, and gives Winston a copy of Emmanuel 

Goldstein’s book, the manifesto of the Brotherhood. Winston reads the book—an amalgam of 



several forms of class-based twentieth-century social theory—to Julia in the room above the 

shop. Suddenly, soldiers barge in and seize them. Mr. Charrington, the proprietor of the shop, 

is revealed as having been a member of the Thought Police all along. 

Torn away from Julia and taken to a place called the Ministry of Love, Winston finds that O’Brien, 

too, is a Party spy who pretended to be a member of the Brotherhood in order to trap Winston 

into committing an open act of rebellion against the Party. O’Brien spends months torturing 

and brainwashing Winston, who struggles to resist. At last, O’Brien sends him to the dreaded 

Room 101, the final destination for anyone who opposes the Party.   

 

Characters and costumes. 

 

Winston Smith - A minor member of the ruling Party in near-future London. He is a thin, frail, 

balding intellectual, thirty-nine-year-old. Winston hates the totalitarian control of his 

government. He wears beige trousers, shirt, tie and woollen waistcoat which, in the final scenes, 

are replaced by blue overalls. 

Julia - Winston’s lover, a beautiful dark-haired optimistic girl, working in the Fiction 

Department at the Ministry of Truth. She is initially in a belted black pencil skirt, white blouse, 

dark cardigan, ankle socks and black brogues and later changes into a fitted red dress.  Julia 

enjoys sex, and claims to have had affairs with many Party members. 

O’Brien - A smart suited, mysterious, powerful member of the Inner Party whom Winston 

believes is also a member of the Brotherhood, the legendary group of anti-Party rebels. 

Big Brother - Big Brother, the perceived ruler of Oceania, is an extremely important figure. 

Everywhere Winston looks he sees posters of Big Brother’s face bearing the message “BIG 

BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU.” 

 

Mr. Charrington - An old shabbily dressed man who runs a second-hand shop in the Prole 

district. Kindly and encouraging, he seems to share Winston’s interest in the past. He also seems 

to support Winston’s rebellion against the Party and his relationship with Julia, since he rents 

Winston a room without a telescreen in which to carry out his affair. But Mr. Charrington is not 

as he appears. 

Syme - An intelligent, outgoing man dressed in beige shirt and trousers who works with 

Winston at the Ministry of Truth. Syme specializes in language.   

Martin- An obsequious colourless servant- almost an automaton who works loyally for the Party. 

Parsons - A fat, obnoxious, and dull Party member who lives near Winston and works at the 

Ministry of Truth.  He wears beige trousers, shirt and tie and he has an uninteresting wife and 

an ill-mannered child who is a member of the Junior Spies. 

Emmanuel Goldstein (unseen) - According to the Party, Goldstein is the legendary leader of the 

Brotherhood. The Party describes him as the most dangerous and treacherous man in Oceania. 

 

 

Cast 



Parsons          George Potts 

Winston          Matthew Spencer 

O'Brien           Tim Dutton 

Charrington    Stephen Elder 

Martin             Andre Flynn 

Syme               Ben Porter 

Mrs Parsons     Mandi Symonds 

Julia                 Janine Harouni 

 

Set and costume design- Chloe Lamford, lighting- Natasha Chivers, sound- Tom Gibbons. 

 

There will be flashing strip lighting and bangs 

 

 

Word total 1100 

Time taken approx 7 minutes. 

 

Additional Information. 

The original Channel 4 reality programme 'Big Brother' was inspired by the novel and the 

creators designed a Dystopian (ideal) environment to challenge the beliefs and psychological 

staying power of the participants. 

The programme Room 101 was also an idea taken from '1984,' but the room is more an 

imaginary dumping ground rather than a torture room. 

 

The next audio description will be Othello on Thursday Oct 9th @ 2.30pm. 


