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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls and welcome to this production of Andrew 

Lloyd Webber’s musical, Cats, directed by Trevor Nunn.  An eight piece musical ensemble is led by 

Anthony Gabriele. 

Act 1 will last for approximately 70 minutes followed by a 20 minute interval.  My name is Pauline 

and I will be describing Act 1 and Act 2 will be described by my colleague Tony and his 

programme notes will start 5 minutes before curtain up. 

 

Since Cats first opened on the West End stage in 1981, it has become one of the world’s best 

known and best loved musicals, with a plot based on T.S Eliot’s Old Possum’s Book of Practical 

Cats and award-winning music composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber; Cats, originally directed by 

Trevor Nunn, has since been presented in over 20 countries and in about 250 cities, including 

such diverse destinations as Buenos Aires, Seoul, Helsinki and Singapore. 

Synopsis 

The cats are at first suspicious and proud, reluctant to allow an audience into their domain. In “The 

Naming of Cats”, however, they begin to reveal who they are and that cats have three different 

names: the one the family uses daily, a more dignified name, and a secret name. It is the 

contemplation of these secret names that keeps felines deep in thought.  Tonight is a special 

annual night to hold a Jellicle Ball to celebrate who they are and for Old Deuteronomy to select one 

cat   to have an extra life and ascend to the Heaviside layer. One by one they step forward to 

audition for the role, to be chosen to make the special journey to be reborn.  Munkustrap, a large 

grey tabby, Jennyanydots, The Old Gumbie Cat, sleeps and lounges all day long. Exploding on the 

set comes Rum Tum Tugger, a playful prankster that the female cats find extremely attractive; 

Grizabella, The Glamour Cat, an outcast despite being a Jellicle Cat. Bustopher Jones is a large 

“twenty five pounder”, always clad in signature white spats. “The cat about town”, he spends his 

time eating in one of the many English pubs and clubs that he frequents: Suddenly a thunderous 

crash, followed by the sound of police sirens and flashing red lights signals that the villainous 

ginger tabby Macavity is on the loose! The cats scatter, distant giggles signal the entrance of 

Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer, a fun-loving, frolicking team of pranksters who are always in 

trouble with the family with whom they live. The entire tribe returns as their benevolent and wise 

old leader Old Deuteronomy arrives. The cats adore and respect him, indeed he is father to some 

of them and they entertain him with a special show narrated by Munkustrap, They enact the Awful 

Battle of the Pekes and the Pollicles together with the The Marching Song of the Pollicle Dogs. The 

cats dress up as the two rival dog factions who bark ceaselessly at each other until they are 

frightened away by the Great Rumpus Cat, a sleek and powerful feline. Another crash from the 

villainous Macavity is heard, which sends the cats scurrying. Old Deuteronomy soothes them as 

they come back one by one. It is time for The Jellicle Ball, the great annual dance in which all the 

cats celebrate. Grizabella appears once more, wanting to rejoin her family and be a part of the 

celebration. She is left to contemplate her “Memory” of the time before she left the tribe. She 

stretches out her hand behind her, hoping another cat will touch her. She is still not accepted and, 

disappointed, slinks off into the night, leaving Old Deuteronomy stretching his unseen hand out 

towards her. In the interval, he will remain in the junk yard to sign programmes. 

 The Set 

All the action takes place in a larger than life junk yard, mainly at night with a big full moon 

dominating the night sky. The centre of the yard is surrounded by huge piles of rusty metal, 

including the boot section of an old car which when opened   reveals a hiding place for sleeping 

cats. Everything is scaled up to minimise the size of the cats. A huge brass bedstead on the right 

provides bars for climbing felines, whilst a disused cooker stands on the left, as does a large open 

drainpipe nearby. A massive tractor tyre dominates the centre.   Old oil drums, large rusty iron 

wheels and scaffolding  are all piled up in layers providing ledges, nooks and crannies upon which 

the cats leap, hide and from which they appear and disappear. All amongst the larger pieces of 

junk are strewn rubbish and litter, from old teapots and tennis rackets to pieces of discarded 

clothing which are found nestling amongst old radios, tin cans and empty bottles. The edge of the 

yard is littered with empty paint tins, boxes, bottles and all manner of household waste. The  cats 



frequently enter and leave the junk yard from 'the house'  and are sometimes to be found skulking 

amongst the audience, so don’t be surprised if you find yourself being peered at by an inquisitive 

cat, especially if you are in an aisle seat. 

The lighting changes from near total darkness to very bright, at other times the junk yard is lit by 

long strings of light bulbs in amongst the rubbish.   

Please note that flashing lights, and strobe lighting is used, particularly at the beginning of the first 

act, I will warn you before it happens. 

 

Characters and costumes 

This is a large and highly talented cast of  26 actors, dancers and singers,  which means I can only 

describe a few of them;  the cats are dressed in skin tight unitards with  various  markings, tabby 

stripes , black and white , ginger, tortoise shell, a pure white  and a sleek  pale coffee coloured 

Siamese.  They have furry heads, ears and long tails. The cat’s faces are painted according to their 

breed, they slink and posture with feline movements and are often found to be washing or 

preening their coats or rubbing their lithe bodies against one another, sometimes arching their 

backs in an aggressive, or defensive manner. All of the young cats are agile and slinky. 

THE RUM TUM TUGGER is a tall good looking strutting black prankster. He has a large mane of fur 

round his head and shoulders, a leather belt around his hips, crepe sole shoes, and acts like a rock 

and roll star making sexy, gyrating movements with his hips. He absolutely revels in being the 

centre of attention.   

JENNYANYDOTS, THE OLD GRUMBIE CAT, first appears out of the boot of an old car, and is very, very 

fat. In a hooped ginger fur coat. She just sits and sits and occasionally waddles about. She reverts 

to the past when she was slim and   cockroaches perform a tap dance around her, and they have 

shiny black bodies with spots on them, pink floppy antennae on their heads, large red eyes and pale 

pink transparent wings. 

GRIZABELLA the Glamour Cat, once a great beauty, is now old, slow moving  and shabby, her tabby 

coat  ragged and torn with her fur  collar standing up behind her head, whilst her tousled, matted 

grey hair hangs lankly about her  face.  She wears an old black sequined dress under her coat with 

gold heeled sandals. Years ago she left the tribe in order to explore the outside world, now she 

wants to return but is not accepted.   
  

VICTORIA, a young sleek white cat, dances to signal “The Invitation to the Jellicle Ball” 

MUNKASTRAP is tall and black with a silver and white mane and stripes. He is seen very frequently 

and is a commanding and authoritative presence. 

OLD DEUTERONOMY is a wise and benevolent old cat is the leader of the tribe of Jellicle cats who all 

adore and respect him. His long shaggy grey coat hangs loosely to the ground covering his lean 

frame and he has a ruff of similar fur. He totters around the junk yard or rests on an old tyre.            

 

   
Cast 

Alonzo                                                        Adam Lake 

Bill Bailey                                                   Adam Salter 

Bombalurina                                               Charlene Ford 

Bustopher Jones / Asparagus/ Growl Tiger Paul F Monaghan 

Carbucketty                                               Jack Allen 



Cassandra                                                  Cassie Clare 

Coricopat                                                  Benjamin Mundy 

Demeter                                                   Zizi Strallen 

Grizabella                                                 Sophia Ragavelas 

Jellyorum/ Griddlebone                            Clare Rickard 

Jemima                                                     Natasha Mould 

Jennyanydots                                           Abigail Jaye 

Macavity/ Admetus                                  Cameron Ball 

Mungo Jerrie                                           Benjamin Yates 

Munkustrap                                              Callum Train 

Old Deuteronomy                                    Nicholas Pound 

Quaxo/ Mistoffolees                              Joseph Poulton 

Rumpleteezer                                      Dawn Williams 

Rum rum Tugger                                      Filippo Strocchi 

Shimbleshanks                                         Ross Finnie 

Tantomile                                                Kathryn Barnes 

Victoria                                  Hannah Kenna Thomas 

 

INTERVAL NOTES 

 

Welcome back to the second half of Cats. 

Act11 is called “WHY WILL THE SUMMER DELAY-WHEN WILL TIME FLOW AWAY” After the Jellicle Ball, 

the cats rest and contemplate The Moment of Happiness before introducing more cats. 

GUS THE THEATRE CAT, who is played by Paul F Monaghan, is an aged stage actor cat. Paul has 

worked on a number of big productions, including Les Miserables and Phantom of the Opera and 

|Aspects of Love. Gus sings of his triumphs, and yearns to perform again. He is a round faced 

marmalade cat , with ginger striped hair,  wearing a  baggy coat made of big patches of blanket 

sewn together which he throws off to reveal the clothes of a pirate captain complete with a 

neckerchief around his throat, a red belt, long boots and eye patch when he takes the part of 

GROWLTIGER. 

A ships mast complete with rigging and sails appears above the big tyre turning it into a pirate ship 

for a performance of   GROWLTIGER’s LAST STAND.  The pirates have striped shirts and trousers, 

and the band of Siamese cats are portrayed like oriental warriors in gold uniforms with upturned 



wide collars , baggy trousers, spiked  helmets and brandishing swords and trident spears.  

SKIMBLSHANKS, played by Ross Finnie, is a handsome, friendly uncle to all cats, he attends the trains 

he rides and makes sure every detail is perfect. He is a ginger cat who wears a waistcoat with a stiff 

white collar, a watchchain and a bell around his neck. During his scene the other cats collect old 

wheels and pieces of junk including an umbrella which they form into a train. 

 

The villainous MACAVITY dubbed the Napoleon of crime because of all his evil deeds, who has been 

threatening to appear all along finely materialises, a tall powerfully built brown cat with huge fangs 

a great mane of hair and long threatening claws.  His part is taken by Cameron Ball. 

 

MR MISTOFFELES, the conjuring cat, played by Joseph Poulton is a splendid sleek black cat velvet 

with spangles and sequins on his arms, he performs amazing acts of magic including reinstating 

the lights after Macavity has put them all out with an explosion, and in finding old Deuteronomy 

after he has been kidnapped by two of Macavity’s henchmen he dances a stunning long balletic solo. 

 

As the audience are still taking their seats odd cats slowly begin to return to the junk yard, Old 

Deuteronomy has remained sitting on the massive tyre throughout the intermission and now more 

and more cats slink and sidle back in and stretch themselves out washing or preening their whiskers.                             

 

 

There will be loud bangs, flashing lights and strobe lighting which I will warn you about shortly 

before they are due to happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


